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That Colonel Augustine Moore was "the son of a sister of 
Basil, the son of Thomas More, who married a daughter of Sir 
Basil Brooke," is not, of course, established by Colonel Aylett's 
memorandum, nor has the writer ever heard of any one who 
so claimed, or who based upon this memorandum the Moore 
family tradition that Col. Augustine was sixth in descent from 
the Lord Chancellor of Henry VIII. That tradition was old in 
the Moore Family of "Chelsea," King William County, Va., 
long before the memorandum of Colonel Aylett came to light,* 
and it seems to have been regarded by them as a belief, 
whereof the memory of man ran not to the contrary, that 
"Chelsea," their famous family seat in King William County, 
was named by Colonel Augustine after the more famous home 
of his ancestors in England. As Philip Alexander Bruce so 
clearly points out in his valuable work, Social Life in Virgina 
in the Seventeenth Century, this custom of naming the new 
home in Virginia after the old home in England, was well- 
nigh universal in Colonial Virginia. 



MOTTROM— WRIGHT— SPENCER— ARISS— 
BUCKNER. 

I John Mottrom is mentioned as of York (Virginia), 

1644. {Archives of Maryland, Vol. IV., 269.) He was like 
most of the other prominent settlers, a merchant, and owned a 
shallop, mentioned in the York County Records, in which he 
traded with Maryland. About 1645 he moved to Chicacone — 
the first settlement on the Virginia side of the Potomac River — 
where his house became a resort for Protestants inimical to the 
government of Lord Baltimore in Maryland, who were accused 
of plotting treason and making Chicacone a basis for their 
conspiracies. When Northumberland County was formed, in 

1645, lie represented it that year in the House of Burgesses. 



* See statement of this tradition by R. A. Brock in "The Aylett 
Family," Richmond Standard, May i, 1880. 
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He was Burgess again in 1652, and was also justice and colonel 
of the militia. He died about 1655, when his will was re- 
ferred to the governor "because of some ambiguities in the 
procurings of it." It was probably recorded in the General 
Court, and, as the records of that court were burnt up in 
Richmond, no copy of it can now be found. His mventory, 
however, is on record in Northumberland, in 1657, and shows 
that he was a man of wealth and literary pretensions. The 
total of his inventory was valued at 33,896 pds. of tobacco. 
(Virginia Magazine X., 402.) He married at least twice : (I) 
name not known; (II) after 1651, Ursula Bish, of Maryland, 
who first married, in 1641, Richard Thompson. (Archives of 
Maryland, IV., 66.) See Note for Richard Thompson at end 
of this article. 

Issue by the first marriage (2) Anne, who married Richard 
Wright, formerly of London, merchant, before May 20, 1658 ; 
3 John; 4 Frances, who married Nicholas Spencer, before 1663. 

3 John Mottrom, son of Colonel John Mottrom, was cap- 
tain and major, and in 1675 a burgess. He married (I) about 
1669, Hannah Fox, daughter of David Fox (Inventory of 
David Fox recorded in Lancaster, states this marriage.) 
(TI) Before 1683, Ruth Griggs, daughter of Mr. Robert 
Griggs, one of the justices of Lancaster County, who died that 
year, and mentions his daughter, Ruth Mottrom, in his will. 
Issue: probably by the first wife: 5 Captain Spencer Mot- 
trom, mentioned in 1691 in Northumberland County records 
as son and heir of Major John Mottrom, dec, and died about 
1700, when Captain Peter Hack was one of his executors. 
(Virginia Magazine, V., 257.) He (Spencer Mottrom) prob- 
ably had issue: 6 Mary, who married Joseph Ball; 7 Sydnqr, 
of whom Joseph Ball was appointed guardian in 1712. Hay- 
den, Virginia Genealogies, p. 65. Joseph Ball's son was Spen- 
cer Ball, whose son was Spencer Mottrom Ball, whose daughter 
married William Roane, father of the great jurist, Spencer 
Roane. 

4 Anne Mottrom, daughter of Colonel John Mottrom, 
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married Richard Wright, (will dated August 16, 1663 ; proved 
December 10, 1663), and had issue 3 children: 8 Mottroni; 
9 Francis ; 10 Anne, who married George Nic!holas Hacke, 
{Virginia Magazine V., 257.) After Richard Wright's death, 
his widow, Anne Mottrom, married David Fox, father of 
Hannah Fox, who married Major John Mottrom (second of 
the name). Fox died in 1669, when the widow, Anne Mot- 
trom, in 1670, married Colonel St. Leger Codd, who died in 
Cecil County, Maryland, leaving, according to his will, proved 
m Lancaster, April 8, 1708, sons James, Berkeley, St. Leger, 
and daughters Beatrix and Mary Paddison. 

8 Mottrom Wright, son of Richard Wright and Ann 
Mottrom, his wife, married Ruth Griggs, daughter of Robert 
Griggs, and widow of his uncle, John Mottrom. He died in 
England, in 1700, (Firginia Magazine XHL, 201), leaving 
issue: 11 Mottrom; 12 Frances; and other children, whose 
names are not known, but who probably died without issue. 
Mottrom Wright, Jr., died without issue, and most of his prop- 
erty passed to Thomas Wright Bellfield, son of Frances Wright, 
who married Joseph Bellfield, of Richmond County. (Deed in 
Lancaster, March 9, 1725.) Ruth Wright, the widow, mar- 
ried thirdly, John Gibson. 10 Francis Wright married Mary 

, (died in Northumberland County, 1690), and Major 

Francis Wright, probably his son, married Anne Washington, 
daughter of Lawrence Washington, son of Colonel John Wash- 
ington, the emigrant. (New England Hist. Gen. Register, Vol. 
XLV. page 206), and had 13 John Wright, named in the will 
of Mottrom Wright as "cousin." 

4 Frances Mottrom^ second daughter of Colonel John 
Mottrom, married Hon. Nicholas Spencer, Esq., before 1663. 
His family was one of dignity and extensive estates in England, 
and in the Virginia Magazine H. 33, is an account of his pedi- 
gree back to Robert Spencer, who was living in Bedfordshire 
150 years before.* His parents were Nicholas Spencer, Es- 
quire, of Cople Parish, in Bedfordshire, England, and Mary, 

* Deed from Nicholas Spencer of Nominy, Westmoreland, gent, and 
Frances Mottrom als Spencer his now wife, daughter of Col. John 
Mottrom, late of Chickacone, dec'd to Richd. Perrott, of Lanca., 



56 William and Mary Quarterly. 

his wife, second daughter of Sir Edward Gostwick. It is be- 
Ueved by the writer that one of his younger brothers, Captain 
Robert Spencer, came to Virginia and lived in Surry County 
at the head of Crouches Creek. In a deposition, in 1666, Rob- 
ert Spencer gives his age as about 30 ye;ars, which was prob- 
ably older than he really was. He married twice : ( i ) Eliza- 
beth White; (2) Jane and had a daughter Anne, who 

married John Whitson, a violent Baconian, who was hanged 
for participating in rebellion (Surry records and Hening, 
Statutes at Large.) 

Colonel Nicholas Spencer, the immigrant, was a merchant 
of London, who settled in Westmoreland County, Virginia, be- 
fore 1659, where the paiush of Cople was named in honor of his 
family in England. He held a great variety of offices; was a 
member of the House of Burgesses that continued from 1662 
to 1676, Secretary of State from 1678 to his death, September 
23, 1689, and as President of the Council was acting governor 
from September, 1683, to April, 1684. By the death of his 
brothers, he was the only surviving son of his father at his 
death, and succeeded to all the estates in Bedfordshire and 
Huntingdonshire. By Frances Mottrom, daughter of Colonel 
John Mottrom, he had, according to his will proved in England, 
June 15, 1699: (New England Hist. & Gen. Reg., Vol. XLV. 
p. 67), 14 William Spencer, Esq., who died in England without 

issue: 15 Mottrom, who married Jane , and died about 

1703 ; 16 Nicholas, to whom Richard Cole, in 1671, left a 
legacy styling him "young Nich, son of old Nich." (Westmore- 
land County Records.) After the death of his brother, Wil- 

gent., 1900 acres, granted to Col. John Mottrom, dec'd, and by will 
given to his said daughter. July 8, 17th of Chas. II. (1666). 

Deed (for same land as above) from Nicholas Spencer to Richd. 
Perrott, for a place called Mottrom's Mount, 1900 acres, lying in Pey- 
anketank, formerly granted to our father John Mottrom, gent., dec'd. 
July 20, 1642. For better confirmation of the sale, Nicholas and Frances 
Spencer appoint our "well beloved brother Davyd Fox," their attorney 
to acknowledge above deed. John Mottrom of Chicacone, gent., son 
and heir of Col. John Mottronm, who appoints "his brother Davyd 
Fox," his attorney to make acknowledgement, March 15, 1868-9. 
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liam, Nicholas Spencer, Jr., succeeded to the estates, and went 
to England. (Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 
II. 84, IV. 451) ; 17 John, to whom his father left lands on 
Pope's Creek; 18 Francis, to whom his father left that moiety 
of 5,000 acres held in joint tenancy with Captain Lawrence 
Washington; 19 Frances mentioned in a deed in 1706 as now of 
age. 

17 John Spencer, son of Hon. Nicholas Spencer, married 

and left a daughter, 20 Frances Spencer, who married 

John Ariss, a builder. There is a deed recorded in Westmore- 
land Count)^, dated February 8, 1726, from John Ariss and 
Frances, his wife, "daughter and sole heiress of John Spencer," 
late of Cople Parish, Westmoreland County, deceased. They 

had issue: 21 Spencer Ariss, who married Sarah , 

and whose will, dated November 2, 1760, and proved in West- 
moreland County, July 28, 1761, mentions daughter 22 
Elisabeth. 

22 Elii^abeth Ariss, daughter of Spencer Ariss, married 
Richard Buckner, and there is a deed in Westmoreland County, 
dated December 6, 1792, between Richard Buckner and Eliza- 
beth, his wife, and Sarah Pierce, (formerly Ariss) of West- 
moreland County, of the first part, James Elliott of the second 
part, and Ariss Buckner, son of said Richard and Elizabeth, 
and grandson of said Sarah Pierce of the third part, conveying 
to James Elliott in trust for 25 Ariss Buckner, son of said 
Buckner, 681 acres on Nominy Bay, where said Richard Buck- 
ner lives, and in which Sarah Pierce holds dower. 

Ariss Buckner, son of said Buckner and Elizabeth Ariss, 
married Lucy Hooe, daughter of Bernard Hooe (marriage set- 
tlement in Prince William County, 1796). See Hayden, Vir- 
ginia Genealogies, 716-719. 

There is among the papers in Fauquier County the marriage 
bond of Spencer Morgan and Susanna'h Kenner, dated October 
4, 1780. It is probable that Morgan was a descendant of Col. 
Nicholas Spencer. There is also a deed recorded in Prince 
William County in 1751, which states that Richard Osborne, 
of Truno Parish, Prince William County, sold land purchased 
of William Spencer, grandson of Nicholas Spencer, Esq. 
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NOTES. 

Richard Thompson is described in the Maryland Archives (Vol. V:. 
204), as born in the City of Norwich, Norfolk county, England, about 
the year 1613. He was for three years a servant of William Claiborne 
on Kent Island (1631-1634). After that time, being twenty-one years 
old, he traded as a freeman with the Indians for beaver on his own 
account and appears to have acquired a considerable estate. He was 
agent for Thomas Stegge and William Claiborne, and when the latter, 
in 1644, was proclaimed an enemy by the Maryland council, Richard 
Thompson was denounced also. He fled, like many other Marylanders, 
to Chicacone, and died shortly after, 1657, when his widow, Ursula, mar- 
ried John Mottrom, and after his death she married Major George Col- 
clough. Northumberland County records have : Feb. 25. i6ss-'56, 
"Mr. George Colclough, who marryed the widow and relict of Col. 
John Mottrom;" "November 20, 1658, George Colclough who married 
Ursula, widow of Col. John Mottrom, who married the relict of Mr. 
Richard Thompson," appointed guardian of Thompson's children. Sept. 
1657, deed of George Colclough and Ursula, his wife, and Elizabeth 
Thompson. Dec. 15, 1657, Thomas Willoughby and Sarah, his wife, 
and Elizabeth Thompson, their deed for land patented by Richard 
Thompson ; and there is a power of attorney dated February 20, 1663, 
from Thomas Willoughby "to our loving brother, Mr. Isaac Allerton," 
whose first wife was Elizabeth before 1652. An Elizabeth Willoughby 
was among the headrights to Thomas Willoughby in a grant of land. 
The son of Col. Allerton was Willoughby Allerton. In the Norfolk 
county records, there is a reference, in 1661, to Mr. George Colclough, 
who married the relict of Mr. SimOn Oversee. She was Elizabeth, a 
daughter of Captain Adam Thorowgood as Anne, the wife of John 
Chandler, calls her "sister." After the death of Colclough, about 1662, 
Allerton married the widow, Elizabeth Thorowgood, having lost his 
first wife in the meantime. Quarterly, IV., 39, 171- 

Dominick Rice and Richard Thompson, son of Richard Thompson, 
were friends of Bacon, and signed a written apology for their rebellion 
in Lancaster Court : 

18 July, 1677. 

For as much as I, Dominick Rice, have been most villainously and 
notoriously active in y« late horrid rebellion (raised and set on foot 
by Nathaniel Bacon y« younger) to ye great dishonr of God, manifest 
contempt of ye known lawes of England & of this Collony of Virginia, 
and ye perturbacon of ye peace, wellfaire & safety of this Collony of 
Virginia and his mat^^^ Leige people wt^in ye same & to y« evill ex- 
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ample of my fellow subjects, now I, the sd Dominick Rice, doe humbly, 
hartely, unfeignedly & penitently confess & acknowledge my sd horrid, 
villainous rebellions & treasonable practices, and humbly, hartely & 
unfeignedly (in obedience to an act of mercy established at y^ last As- 
sembly) Crave pardon of Almighty God, the King's most Excellent 
Ma"^ his most sacred Mat'^^* governou"" & all other subordinate officers 
& other my fellow subjects w">in this Collony for such my horrid trans- 
actions and rebellions. And doe fully & absolutely resolve wth myselfe 
(humbly desiring assistance from God Almighty) never more to comitt, 
perpetrate, countenance or in any wayes or meanes to be Assisting, 
or adhering to the like. And Doe desire this Recognicon may be 
recorded. 

God save the King 

DoMi : Rice. 

Bond entered into by Dominick Rice, James Crane & Richard 
Rice in accordance with the above apology. 

28th July, 1677. 

Similar apology from Richard Thompson ; bondsmen Abraham Joyce 
and Francis Settle. 



FOX FAMILY. 



I. Captain David^ Fox, merchant, received a grant of 372 
acres on Moratico Creek, in Lancaster County, May 23, 1650. 
He received other grants at different times. He had the rank 
of captain and was a justice of the peace. He married twice: 

(i) Mary ; (2) about 1665 Anne Mottrom, widow of 

Richard Wright, merchant, and daughter of Colonel John Mot- 
trom, merchant. In 1662 he made a deed to Robert TomHn in 
trust for himself, during life, and then to his daughter, Hannah 
Fox, and in case of her failing to have heit;s of her body, then 
to his son, David Fox. In 1664, he made a similar deed in 
Lancaster, giving to Hanna, his daug-hter, all wearing apparel 
belonging to his wife, Mary. On the death of Richard Wright 
in 1663, his widow, Anne Wright, is mentioned as marrying 
David Fox. His will was proved in Lancaster, January 6, 1664, 
and the following is an abstract : 



